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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC).: 


Tur Atna-i-Aib-Numa-i-Hind, of the 30th March, has a 
communicated article on “ Police.” The old system is said to 
have been far preferable to the present one, under which cri- 
minal cases are more frequent and offenders more often escape 
punishment. This is said to be due to the following causes :— 
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Ferstly,—Under the new system the police have no means 
of ascertaining the number- of bad characters, or exercising 
any direct control or supervision over them. 


Secondly,— The Court: does not make proper enquiry and 
patient: scrutiny into cases of budmashes, but by placing full 
reliance upon the statements of the witnesses, or by being 
deceived by the arguments of the pleaders of the accused, 
often acquits them. - 


Thirdly, — The Magistrate and the District Superintendent 
of Police, instead of acting in communication with one ano- 
ther, are, as a rule, at variance. | 


The same paper has been informed that the assessors at 


Kerana; in the Moozuffernuggur District, have béen extremely 
severe and partial in the assessment of the chowkeedaree-tax. 


The tax is said to have been imposed on the poorer inhabitants, 
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and in some cases even on unoccupied houses. The conduct 
of the assessors is said to be blameable, and the Magistrate of of 
the district is asked to examine the tax-register. 


The Punjdb-t-Akhbdr, of the same date, enngteins that the 
new postal rule, relating to the compulsory registration of all 
letters containing coin, or currency notes, postage stamps, dic., 
has not been made public; and remarks that, as from igno- 
rance of such rules and notices, people have to suffer much 
loss, the postal authorities should cause vernacular versions 
to be published and set up in ‘the:principal streets and tho- 
roughfares for the information of the public, and should give 
_ publicity to them by means of proclamations. 


The same paper refers to the inroads of the Beloochees on 
the frontiers of Kurrachee, and the oppressions practised by 
them on British subjects, and.suggests that efficient measures, 
similar to those put in fares by Mahomed Hayat Khan, in 
order to put down the disturbances on the Punjab frontier, 
__ should be adopted. The people having failed to fulfil the 
engagements by which they bound ‘themselves ‘not: fo niolest 
the British subjects in any way, theasares should be taken 
for their renewal, and hostages should ‘be'demanded. _ 


| Pie Mérwdr Gazette, ‘ofthe 1st-April, reviews the proposal 
of ‘the: English ‘Government’ to‘assizn an annual allowance of 
~ Rs. 10,000:to Lady Mayo, widow of the late Viceroy, and to 
make a‘ grant of -Rs. 200,000 for the benefit of the children of 
the deceased. The editor thinks that itis to be regretted 
that such a small grant should be fixed for the widow of a 
Governor- General of India who lost his life in the exercise of 
his duty, and remarks that even the most petty princes in 


India give away jagheers of the value of ‘Rs. 10,000 to their 
ministers. 


4 


‘In ‘its colutnin of tocal ‘news, the satne. paper init that 
i before laytiig ‘out the laryesum of ‘a ‘lakh of: rupees, raised 
for thie 'repaire of : ‘Bye fahiba’s Tank (vide p. 6 -of- the Selte- 
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tions for the week ending 6th January last), the. Gouin. 
of Jodhpore, would do well to consider whether the money 
would not be better: spent in introducing a canal into the State, 
or insome other scheme for removing the complaint of want of 
water.. | 


A correspondent of the Pattiala Akhbar, of the same date, 
states that the continued prevalence of drought and famine 
during the last three or four years has reduced the people of 
Hissar to such difficulties that, having sold all their property 
and cattle, in order to provide themselves with the necessaries 
of life, they have at last taken to ee as the only resource 
for procuring their livelihood. ; 


It is also stated, that the Jumna Canal has again dried up, 
atid ‘both zemindars and mice have been in combequence 
reduced to great distréss. 


The Shola-i- Tir, of the 2nd April, complains of- the- dis- 
honesty of postal employés in abstracting the contents of 
letters and. stealing parcels. Only. recently four parcels——one 
containing gold-mohurs worth Rs. 24,000, and the other three 
articles valued at Rs. 2 ,700—were lost, ind no trace of them has 
been found. Several currency notes and hoondies lately. sent to 
the editor by his subscribers have been missed, although the 
senders took care to transmit them by halves: The editor 
thinks it most’ probable that in case of-a cover containing one 
half of a currency note, the officials manage to obtain the other 
half with the aid of:the address on the. cover. at 


The editor regrets that the Legislative Council should not 
have framed.a law to put a stop to the malpractices ef pos- 


tal employés, and remarks that severe punishments should be 


inflicted on parties found guilty. 


The WN; ey er of the éth April, a a simile 
complaint. It is stated that copies of that paper gent by post 


to different, places in many cases do‘not, reach their destina-— 


‘tions while complaints of loss of parcels are common. Unleas 
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the postal 4uthorities direct their attention to the abuse, and 


adopt measures for removing it, it is feared that people will 
give up sending their parcels and packets by post. 


In its column of local news, the Shola--Tiur of the 2nd 
April mentions a case.of cattle-stealing, said to have happened 
in Tehseel Jajmow (Cawnpore). A party of thieves entered 
the house of a Brahman, and carried away three buffaloes. 
On the way one of the animals got loose, and the thieves fear~ 
ing lest the other two should also make their escape, killed 
them on the spot, and made off with their hides. 


The editor believes that offences of this kind are mostly — 
committed by butchers, and regrets that in spite of the fre- 
quency of. cases of cattle-stealing and cattle-slaughter, no 
steps are taken by the authorities to put.a stop to the abuse. 


The Akhbar-i-Alam, of the 4th April, suggests the desira- 
bility of transferring the higher officials in the Civil Service, 
such as Tehseeldars, Deputy Collectors, &c., equally with the 
lower ones. The benefits contemplated by the transfer of 
subordinate employds are equally manifest in the case of higher 
officials, and it is therefore impolitic to allow the latter to re- 
main posted at the same place for years. The plan will be 
specially useful in three ways—viz., (1) in preventing the offi- 
cials from becoming inactive by remaining in the same place 
for a long time; (2) in adding to their experience by serving 
under different Magistrates ; and (3) in giving their superiors 
opportunities of becoming more perfectly acquainted with the 
habits and manners of their subordinates. (For articles on 


this subject, see pp. 246-47 of the Selections for the week end- 
ing 27th. May, 1871.) 


The Akhbar-i-Anjuman-i-Panjdb, of the 5th April, pub- 


lishes an essay on widow-marriage, written by Pundit Durga 
Prasad, Serishtedar of the Chief Court, Punjab. The. writer 


remarks, with surprise, that many men:should have said much 
in favour of the proposed reform, without. considering: the 
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other side of the question. He entirely dissents from the 
general opinion ; and:thinks that the reform instead of bring- | 
ing any good will only produce pernicious consequences. 


The writer argues that the strongest -proof brought. for- 
ward by the friends of the reform—viz., that the practice of 
disallowing widows to marry is a cause of adultery and sin— 
loses all its foree when it is remembered that in former times, 
when the practice was as strictly observed as it is now, the crime 
was. very rare-—a proof that the existence of the practice is 
not the cause of the increase in the crime. The main cause 


of the present prevalence of adultery is the liberty which the 
English Jaw allows to women. 


In conclusion, the writer remarks that those who express 
themselves in favour of the reform do so simply in order to 
serve the time, and stifle their real sentiments. 


The same paper publishes the opinion of Moonshee Ameen 
Chund, Judicial Assistant Commissioner of Ajmere, on 
the. question of suits arising from marriage contracts, 
which at present forms a subject of discussion in the 
Anjuman-i-Panjdb (vide p. 159 of the Selections for the week 
ending 23rd. March last). The Moonshee is in favour of. the 
plan of appointing honorary punchdyats in each town and vil- 
lage, which should not only be empowered with the settlement 
of marriage suits, but also with the decision of other civil 
suits up to the value of Rs. 25, as well as criminal suits punish- 
able with fine upto Rs. 5. The system is one which was 
recommended to the consideration of the Punjab Government 
by Mr. Brandreth, Deputy Commissioner of Mooltan, in his 
Judicial Report for 1870. The system is said to have been 


in vogue in the time of the Sikh government, and i is highly 
approved of by the people. 


_ The Moonshee further states that “ ven having been 

long since in force in Madras (particulars of. which are: laid 

down in Section 383, of Act VIII. of 1a), it should also 
_ be enforced in.the Punjab. | 
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The same paper commenta on the need of law-books being 
expressed in easy and intelligible Urdy ».and the benefit that 
will he derived by introducing them into. Government schools. 


The same paper also suggests that all new bills and regu- 
lations, before being passed into law, ‘should be discussed by” 
the different Societies and Anjumane in India, and the opinion 
‘of each submitted to the Legislative Council, seeing that on 
these regulations depends chiefly the state of the country. 


The same paper is of opinion that the subscriptionsraised, 
in order to perpetuate the memory of Lord Mayo, would be 
most usefully spent in the establishment of a school for giving 
instruction in the mechanical arts. 


The Panjdbt Akhbér, of the 6th April, expresses a similar 
opinion, and dwells on the benefits which the people of India 
would derive from the establishment of such a school. 


The Shams-ul- Akhbér, of the 5th April, alludes to the large 
sum of eight lakhs of rupees, for which the Abkaree contract 
has been given for one year at Bangalore. The writer consi- 
ders this to be a proof that the inhabitants of Bangal ore are 
very much addicted to liquor; but. at the same time blames 
Government for endeavouring to increase its revenue from 
‘excise by increasing consumption without considering that by 
so doing it encourages the vicious practice of drinking, ant 
consequently of other evils connected with it. 


A correspondent of the Allygurh In stitute Gazebte, of the 
same date, notices the oppression practiced by Railway employe, 
one instance of which he gives : —On the occasion of the last 
Magh Mela, the writer, with twenty eompanions, obtained 
tickets from Sirsa Railway. Station to Allahabad, but in eonse- 
quence of the train being overcrowded they could not 
get seats. Accordingly,.they applied to the station mas- 
ter to take back the tickets and return the money, but 
he declined. The -writer asks to whom he is to apply for 


the recovery of the money, and calls the atten tion of the Rail- 
way authorities to the matter. 
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he Punjdbt Akhbdr, of the 6th April, under: the heading 
66 Moorshedabad, ” states that Mirza Hasan Ali, who was 
sent by the Nawab Nazim from England for the manage- 
ment of his affairs, has done nothing beyond reducing the 
establishment ‘of the Nizamut. The employés who have come 
under reduction ‘have not been paid the arrears of pay which 
have been accumulating for three years, and-are in great 
distress. 


‘Tt is ‘added, that though the mahajuns of Azimgunge, and. 
other places, have begun’ lodging complaints against the 
Nizamut in Court, the managers of the state take no heed of 
them. The Nawab Nazim recently wrote ‘to his mother asking 
for Rs. 50, 000; on which a fresh loan of ‘Rs. 30,000 was pro- 
cured from — , and the — sent to the: Nawab. 


» + 


The same paper w wenden that Government should not 
have hitherto suaceeded in putting a stop to the disturbances 


which have long ‘since been prevalent in Kelat—a_ place lying 


at the frontiers of Sinde. Forced by the oppressions of the 
Khan of Kelat, the Jam of Lus Bela quitted. his state and 
resorted to Sinde to seek justice at the hands of the English ; 
but so far from succeeding in this ‘obj ect, he was ordered by 
Sir William Merewether to be removed to Ahmednuggur, 
and placed under strict re straint. The writer fails to see 
why the man, who has in no way offended the English Go- 
vernment, should be so harshly dealt, with, and would suggest 
that he should be restored in the | possession of his state, and 
the Khan be reproved for the course adopted by him. 


A hessiabad idiateniaes of the Koh-i-Nur, of the same 
date,- gives.credit to the municipality for paying attention to 
the conservancy of the town, but at the same time points out 
the need of lamps in the bazaars. 


- 


Thesame’ paper ‘praises the Rajah of Nabha for his enengy 
in ‘the’ imanagemunit of the civil as. “well asthe military affairs 


of ‘his ‘state, ‘the interest taken. by’ him in'the edueation ‘of his’ 
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' subjects—of which he has given a convincing proof by estab. 
lishing schocls in Dhoula and Phoolpore,—and for his liberal 
and charitable views in rewarding his subordinates, who display 
proofs of their energy in the discharge of their duties, and in 
laying out money in promoting the comfort and convenience 
of his subjects. A sum of Rs. 1,000 has recently been set 
aside for providing tanks with water. 


The Rohilkund Akhbér, of the same date, in its column of 
local news, states that notwithstanding an enormous sum of 
Rs. 31,000 (viz., Rs. 21,000, the amount formerly estimated, 
plus Rs. 4,000 realised from the sale of old timber and bricks, 
or, in all, Rs. 25,000 supplemented by a fresh grant of Rs. 6,000) 
having been laid out on the renewal of the Magistrate’s 
court-house, under the supervision of the. Public Works 
Department, the roof fell in owing to the effects of a light 
shower. ‘The editor expresses his regret at this state of things, 

and remarks that when the building was first made under the 
management of the district authorities, the total cost’: was 
Rs. 35,000. He wonders that, notwithsanding such misman- 
agement on the part of the Public Works Department, the work- 
ing of the department is not called into question, and no steps 
are taken to reform the system. So far from doing this, Go- 
vernment is adopting the policy of placing works, which were 
hitherto under the supervision of other — under 
its control. 

The Khair K. land Punjab, of the 8th April, notices 
with approval the order of the Chief Commissioner of Oudh 
prohibiting police officers, on pain of punishment, from em- 
ploying any informant or detective, except with the express 
sanction of the Government, and remarks that the measure 
is worthy of being adopted in other presidencies and pro- 
vinces, inasmuch as it is calculated to put an effective check to 
the harm done by informants by making mischievous reports 
‘against men through malicious: motives, with a-view-to injure 


their honour and. reputation. It is of importance that:the 
informants employed should be -honest and well-behaved men, 
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and the Chief Commissioner’s order, that the sanction of Go- 
vernment should be obtained previously, will ensure that end : 


The Kdrntmah, of the sartie date, refers to the rumout spread 
at Ghazeepore, that on the 7 th of the mohurrum, a tremend- 
ous hurricane would take place, which would sweep away all 
living creatures, and the alarm caused by it. The editor 
thinks that persons who spread such reports should be severely 

The ‘Shola-t- Tir, of the 9th April, in its coltimn of local 
news, notices a serious case of murder, which happened in Gene- 

ralgurige(Cawnporé). An oilnian’s son, aged eleven, wearing 
ornaments worth Rs. 15, was induced by a man of the samé 
caste, to accompany him to his house, and, on arrival there, was 
killed by stran gulation for the sake of his ortiaments, arid buried 
in a pit sunk in-the house for the purpose. - The murder was 
traced by the Kotwal.of the city, the corpse discovered, and 
the case was brought before the Cantonment Magistrate. 
“The editor of the Shola-i-Tdr thinks it-a-matter of regret, 
that cases of -this kind should frequently ‘happen, and yet no 
steps:-be taken by ‘the authorities: to prohibit the practice of 
wearing ornaments, to which they aredue. —_—_| 


A cotrespondeént of the Oudh -Akhbar, of the same date, 
writing from Agra states that, for the last eight or ten years, 
some Afgharis, natives of Cabul'and the: Khyber Pass, -have: 
taken up their residence in that city. These men profess to be 
dealers in horses, but in reality are thieves. . .Several persons 
of their number have been arrested in the act of. committing 
burglaries and sentenced to imprisonment, and in many 
instances stoleri property has been discovered. in their houses. 


The writer blames the authorities for having suffered the 
hal to have so long lived in the city without investigating 
their. conduct,. or. ascertaining by what means they earn their 
livelihood, If the authorities.do not direct their attention to 
the matter, it is feared that the result wil be. the murder of. 
some public officer. 
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The same paper reports the breaking out of fires in Burhan 

pore. ‘In one case, which happened in Mouzah Ichhapore, 

one hundred and eight houses were burnt; in another twelve 

houses, situated in Mohulla Nimutpura, were destroyed; and. 
these are only two amongst many cases. — 


In the next article, the same paper reports that new men 
gre being enlisted in the Police at Burhanpore and Khundwa, 
and that directions have been issued that. the selection should 
be made as far as. possible from Musalmans to the total 
exclusion. of Hindoos. 


_ The same paper asserts that cholera is raging in Diiies 
‘and Nimar to such an extent that fron: 25 to 30 persons die, 


daily. The cholera is also said to be prevalent in Hurdandya, 
Burha, Sunadoo, and Hooshungabad. 


The same paper notices the prevailing scarcity of water in 
Khundesh. Wells and fountains have dried up, and great dis- 
tress prevails in many of the towns and villages in consequence — 


of the want of water.. In some'places the people are omige 
to fetch water from a distance of four or five kos.° 


It is added, that a special kind of sickness has deena 
among the cattle, which is so fatal that the animals attacked 
by it die ina few minutes. In addition to this, scarcity of 
water and fodder are so much felt that, many of the Hindoos. 
are in the habit of letting loose their cows outside the villages 
to be taken away by ary one who likes. 


The breaking out of a fire in Arundol, and the burning of 
nearly half of the town by it, are also mentioned. 


The Agra Akhbdr, of. the 10th April, gives credit to the 
tnunicipality of Agra for repairing the old pucca flooring of 
the streets and lanes of the city, but, at the same time, asks 
the official appointed to. sitpetintend the repairs, to take care 
that the parts of the city where poor people live are repaired 
equally with ‘those inhabited by the rich, and that the floors 


which, in several places, have been hid under ashes by sweepers 
or otherwise. concealed, are not neglected. © | 
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The Benares Alter, of the 11th April, reports the Pre- 
valence of cholera in Indour. 


In-its column of local news, it is said that cholera is more 
prevalent in the city ‘than before; and this is ascribed to the 
filthy state of the Janes. 


_ Thefts are also reported to be'very frequent.’ In the time 
of Pundit Raghonath Prasad, the late Kotwal, such a state 
of things was unknown, and thieves and bad characters were 
kept under restraint. 


It is added that it is the general belief that the muedlahs 
were actually the guilty parties i in the case which has proved 
ruinous to the Kotwal, and that had he remained one or two 
days more in his office, he would have succesded 3 in tracing 
out the stolen property. 


The Nur-ul - Anwér, of the 18th of April, betes hen the 
statement of a correspondent.at Mudlesur, that on the day of 
the Fed festival, the prisoners in the jail there raised an insur- 
rection, and after wounding some soldiers took to flight. A 
body of troops came up, and the result was that twenty-three 
of the prisoners were killed, and the rest recaptured. 
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_ The editor remarks that as the prisoners were unarmed, and 
there was, therefore, no fear of their committing any serious 
mischief, the indiscriminate slaughter of so many is not 
justifiable, and the chief of the place deserves censure for not 
having taken steps to avert the catastrophe. ‘Under the Eng- 
lish Government, not one of the prisoners of the Bareilly J ail, 
who lately raised an‘insurrection, was put to death. 


COMMERCIAL. 


oA correspondent: of the Urdé Akhbar, of the Sth April, 
complains jn strong terms of ihe extortions practiced by Rail- 
way. employds on persons who transmit their goods by. rail, 
and ihe trouble and inconvenience the latter have to suffer 
at their hands. The baboos refuse on. various pretences to. 
weigh goods, and give areceipt for them until they have 
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yeceived their fee or naerdna. The writer had lately an oecasion 
to despatch goods by the Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway, 
when the grievance complained of was experienced by him. 
‘He thinks it a pity that officials, to whom thousands of 
‘rupees worth of property i is committed for transmission, should 
be dishonest, and doubts if, with such employés in the service 
‘of Railway Companies, the-safe despatch. of goods can be en- 
sured. -The attention of the Railway authorities and the Gos 
yernment is invited to the abuse. 


EDUCATIONAL 


The asim-t-Jaunpore, of the Ond ‘April, in nits column of 
local’ news, notices the establishment by Moonshee Hyder 
Hussain,'a gentleman of the city, of an English School there. 


~The ‘school has now been in existence nearly two months, and 
has an attendance of 23 pupils. 


_.A, correspondent of the Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 


5th April, who signs himself a Deputy Inspector of Schools, 
grd Circle, Department Public Instruction, North-Western 
Provinces, complains that while boys from distant villageschools 
in the Ist.and 2nd circles, who are invited to attend some 
central place for the purpose of being examined on occasions 
of the visits of the educational officers or the Lieutenant- 
Governor, receive one and half annas per diem each, besides 
sweetmeats, from Government aa long as they are away 
‘from their native villages, to cover the expenses of their food, 

&c.; those in the 3rd circle, wha have to undertake journeys — 
for a similar purpose, are debarred the privilege, 


Another correspondent of the’same paper gives credit to 
Syud Mohammed Mahmood for his appeal to his fellow-Moham- 


medans to establish an institution of their own on the model of 
the Cambridge University (noticed in the foregoing:number 
of the: Selections). -The writer fully approves of the proposal, 


and suggests Lucknow: as :the. most convenient site for such a 
national institution, 


( 197 ) 


A Ghazipore correspondent of the Urdu Dethi Gazette, of 
the 8th April, referring to the examination of a large number 
of boys of the hulqabundee schools in the district, held at the 
city by the Inspector of the 3rd Circle, finds fault with the 
system of examining school boys in a hurried and unsystematic 
way, and remarks that, unless the boys are subjected to a re~ 
gular examination, and the full time necessary for that purpose 


is allowed, the object of the examination is defeated, and the 
abilities of the examinees cannot be tested. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Moftd-i-Am, of the 1st April, notices the establishment 
of a Mohamedan Society at Agra. ‘The first act of the Society 
will be to discuss the subject of extravagance in marriages 


prevalent am og the Musalmans, and to adopt measures for 
checking it, 
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